
Annual Grassland Dominated Systems 

* Grazing Systems on 
CaliforniaĴs Rangelands 



What is a Grazing System & are they applicable for California 
ü Grazing Systems refers to specialized grazing management that facilitate 

rest period between grazing periods.  
 

There are numerous types including: 
1. Season long, continuous 
2. Deferred 
3. Rest- rotation 
4. Short duration-High intensity 
5. Rotation 
6. Riparian Pasture 

 
 
üMost were designed for PERENNIAL GRASSLANDS in 

climates that receive rains throughout the growing 
season, thus good regrowth after grazing periods.  
 

ü We get grass when we get rain, annual grass life cycle 
(germinate, veg growth, produce flower, set seed, die) 

 
 

 



Delay in use for some 

resource concern: 

* Nesting  

* Vegetation development  

* Habitat Needs 

* Wet Soils 

* Range readiness  

 

 

Livestock movement from one 
pasture to another  

×Provides periodic rest and 
graze patterns.  

×Rotations should be driven by 
resource needs and forage 
base 

×Livestock movement 
triggered by some 
environmental or forage 
condition  

 



Short grazing periods/high 
animal numbers:  

* Mob Grazing 

* Targeted Grazing 

* Used for Weed Control 

* Livestock are your tool  

* Livestock movement is high 
during high growth, slower 
during slow growth  

* May be used on annual or 
perennial range 

 

 

One pasture always rested 
entire  season 

×Rest for a full growing 
season.  

×Usually for full plant 
recovery (after fire or after 
seeding) 

×Used on perennial 
rangelands 

×Should be resource driven 

×Not used on annual 
grassland very often �² no 
need to rest an annual  

 

 


